
Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:

RESOLUTION 2015-476
A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE UNIVERSITY BLVD., MERRILL AND ARLINGTON ROAD CORRIDORS, FINDING THAT SLUM AND BLIGHTED CONDITIONS EXIST AND A NECESSITY EXISTS FOR THE REHABILITATION, CONSERVATION, OR REDEVELOPMENT OF THOSE AREAS IN THE INTEREST OF PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE RESIDENT OF THE CITY; APPROVING A FINDING OF NECESSITY AND BLIGHT STUDY FOR THOSE AREAS; SUGGESTING PRIORITIES FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT; APPROVING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ADVISORY BOARD FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, it is in the public’s interest that the City of Jacksonville carry out a redevelopment project within certain lands within the City; and


WHEREAS, the City desires to exercise those powers provided in Chapter 163, Part III, Florida Statutes, to identify and rectify blighted areas; and


WHEREAS,
Section 163.355, Florida Statutes, requires that a finding of necessity be made that one or more blighted areas exist and that the rehabilitation, conservation, or redevelopment of such area is necessary and in the interest of public health, safety, morals, or welfare; and 



WHEREAS, the City has previously adopted a Neighborhood Action Plan for the Old Arlington Neighborhood and a Town Center Vision Plan University; and

WHEREAS, taking those plans into consideration, a Finding of Necessity Report was commissioned by the Jacksonville Office of Economic Development and demonstrates the existence of the requisite blighting conditions in the University Blvd./Merrill/Arlington Road area; and

WHEREAS, the Plans and the Study demonstrate the need for transportation improvements, updated infrastructure, nationally-recognized commercial retail services and for enhanced opportunities for employment; and 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to take action to implement the tenets of the Finding of Necessity Report, and to redevelop the areas described below; and


WHEREAS, prior to adoption of the finding of blight, Section 163.346, Florida Statutes, requires a notice to taxing authorities, as that term is defined, be sent; and 


WHEREAS, Ordinance 2012-212 designates the Office of Economic Development as staff for the Community Redevelopment Agency (City Council), for the City according to Part III, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes; now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Arlington Corridor Area Defined. It is hereby found and determined that (i) the area of land lying within the city limits of the City of Jacksonville identified as attached Exhibit 1, which shall be known as the “University Blvd./Merrill/Arlington Road Redevelopment Area”, is a slum or blighted area and qualifies as an eligible project under Chapter 163, Part III, Florida Statutes, and (ii) the rehabilitation, conservation, and redevelopment of such area is necessary in the interest of the public health, safety, morals or welfare of the residents of the City of Jacksonville.  

Section 2.

Finding of Necessity Study Approved.
The finding that the area is blighted and in need of redevelopment is  based on studies formalized in the “Finding of Necessity for the creation of the University Blvd./Merrill/Arlington Rd. Redevelopment Area,” prepared for the City of Jacksonville, Office of Economic Development, by SPG in association with Genesis and ADG, dated June 23, 2015 and attached as Exhibit 2 (“Study”). Said Study is hereby approved.

Section 3.

Priority of Redevelopment.  The Study suggested that the first priority for the redevelopment area is to address transportation improvements, badly needed streetscaping and the updating and replacement of aging infrastructure within the corridor as a means of community development.   

Section 4.

Community Redevelopment Agency Advisory Board. It is hereby found and determined that there is a need for a community redevelopment advisory board to carry out the redevelopment of the Arlington Redevelopment Area. Pursuant to Ordinance 2012-212, the Office of Economic Development has been designated as the staff for the Community Redevelopment Agency for the City.  The Mayor shall appoint a seven member advisory board requiring confirmation by the City Council regarding the implementation of the area’s Community Redevelopment Plan to be adopted by separate Ordinance.  The District Council Member for the area will make recommendations to the Mayor for the appointment of the advisory committee members with established terms. 

Section 5.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

     /s/ Susan C. Grandin_____ 
Office of General Counsel
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